
1 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Inner Link Service Overview: September 2021 

“Hands and Hearts” 

 

From top to bottom: Shore City with their collected goods and knitting; 

Margarette Golding, circa 1917; attendees at the weekly Matamata’s 

Friendship Circle; members from the Club of Oamaru celebrating 50 years of 

friendship and service – all members were awarded Honoured Active status. 

It is the best fun to put together a 

newsletter! Thank you to everyone who has 

contributed to this edition that provides a 

snapshot of what Inner Wheel New Zealand 

is up to in the area of service. I’ve learnt with 

gratitude that hands are always busy and 

that hearts are warm towards people 

needing extra support and friendship. 

In this edition I’ve also included some 

historical snippets – our past helps us look 

towards our future.  

Inner Wheel founder Margarette Golding’s 

legacy to us is that of an “Association of 

friends working together for the good of 

others”. At her business premises (she made 

nurses’ uniforms) thousands of yards of 

material were provided and cut out, to be 

made into garments for crippled children 

and needy persons by the members of the 

Manchester Inner Wheel Club. And the Club 

also fundraised for the Manchester Girls’ 

Orphanage and the Ancoat Hospital, to 

which the Inner Wheel Club of Manchester 

donated the Mortuary Chapel.1 

Not so different from the projects with 

which we still busy our hands and hearts! 

So, enjoy, and be inspired. 

Hannie (Editor) 

1 Source: www.internationalinnerwheel.org/ 

about-iiw/history-of-the-iiw/inside-the-inner-

wheel.html 
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National Project 

Hazel Hunter, National Project Coordinator, writes: 

One of the three objectives of Inner Wheel is to encourage the ideals of personal service.  

So what is service? Upon checking the word SERVICE in the dictionary one discovers it is a complex 

word with many sections to its description. For us in responding to our Personal Service objective it 

is described as: assisted, assistance, benefit, a good turn, doing of work or work done for another 

or a community.  

All of us in our private life or as part of our IW Club perform service in so many ways. Our service 

does not have to be highly organised or large projects. Sometimes a small one-off project can be 

very effective both for members and the cause. Let’s remember that our service is thinking of 

others, and by working together we make good friends. 

Our Clubs and Districts have an ISO, an International and Service Coordinator. They coordinate 

service projects and each Club and District decides on their service projects.  

There are two facets to this ISO position:  

• Service: When we individually or collectively work on projects, both locally and internationally. Whenever possible, we 

support International projects. 

• Correspondence with other Inner Wheel Clubs worldwide: Sometimes a Club member may have made contact with or 

visited a Club when traveling overseas. The Club ISO may get a request 

from an overseas Club to be friends. Today this international 

communication is so much easier through the Internet than in the days of 

letter writing and waiting for a reply. 

IWNZ has a National Service Project, a partnership with Look Good Feel Better that 

we all have the choice of supporting. Nationally we also support the ending of 

Period Poverty. Many Clubs work with Days for Girls and/or support My Cup to end  

period poverty by providing sanitary products in schools. 

 

  

Supporting our National Project, Look Good Feel Better, takes many forms. Shown here: Club members making up Christmas 

crackers for sale at Farmers as a fundraiser, and handing over money from fundraising done through other means. Many Clubs 

collect coins, hold an annual tea party, or participate in Dry July  – fun, and financially worthwhile! 

And of course, many of our Clubs provide support at the workshops, making many cups of tea and providing tasty treats. 
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District Projects 

From Tawa: In November, an opportunity arose for 

the Club to support the women from a village in 

Nepal with Days for Girls packs. Cheboche Village is 

situated in the Solu Khumbu region – west of Mt 

Everest. 

Days for Girls’ New Zealand were contacted and they 

suggested we email the Days for Girls Enterprise in 

Kathmandu, Nepal. The organisers from this group 

responded quickly, and friends of NIma and 

Luckhputti Sherpa, who now live in New Zealand, 

were able to collect the 24 kits required and take 

them up to the village. A visiting nurse explained to 

the girls and women how to use the resource. It is 

important to note that the Inner Wheel ladies were 

led by the real, expressed need of people on the 

ground. The photo shows the recipients of the kits in 

Nepal (left) and the kits being distributed (right). 

   

Every year Clubs in the different districts work 

together on one or more projects – either local 

or international.  You will all remember Kits for 

Kindys, which delivered equipment and books 

to Vanuatu and was spearheaded by NZ291 

and NZ297. And this year NZ297 is collecting 

beads for CANbead, a charity that provides art 

therapy services to people experiencing illness, 

trauma and loss, and their support person. 

In this newsletter, we’re taking a closer look at 

the NZ294 project for this year – Days for Girls, 

a not-for-profit International Organisation. 

Every month millions of women and girls 

worldwide miss school and work because they 

lack essential feminine supplies. Days for Girls 

gives back days of missed education and 

opportunity. 

This project has been supported by individual 

Clubs (such as Stoke Tahunanui) and individual 

members for some time – it is very 

worthwhile, and very well suited to 

International Inner Wheel President Ebe 

Martines’ theme for the year. 

(And how gorgeous is that poster! Well done 

NZ294. This only shows the top half – the 

bottom half lists all the things Clubs are 

encouraged to do to raise funds.) 

The ladies of Wellington hard at 

work making up the kits.   An 

example of the pads is shown 

below – for examples, instructions 

and more on the story of Days for 

Girls, see www.daysforgirls.org. 

http://www.daysforgirls.org/
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Hands to Work 

 

   

In Feilding, members have been 

knitting small animals to add to 

Kids Crash Packs – these packs are 

given to children if they’ve been 

in an accident to keep them 

occupied.  

Like our founder, Inner Wheel ladies put their 

hands to work – and whether it is knitting for 

Plunket, Pregnancy Help, or the hospital, making 

silky pillows for the Cancer Society, putting 

together Kids Crash Packs and Brain Boxes, or 

making Kits for Girls, every stitch makes a 

difference to a life! 

These young ones are showing off the 

slippers the ladies from Invercargill 

have been knitting for their school. 

Plunket and Southland Hospital also 

benefit from their work. 

The Motueka Club has been busy knitting for Nelson 

SCBU, making heat packs for the Brain Tumour support 

group’s ‘Brain Boxes’, heart cushions for the Cardiac 

department and silky pillows for the Breast Cancer 

group. The photo shows a group of ladies finishing off 

heart cushions on a beautiful sunny day. 

From left to right: Rugs knitted by Dunedin South, a collection of beautiful slip-on baby jumpers ready to be taken to the 

Maternity Hospital and Foster Hope from Kapiti, and Opotiki’s beanies for WISH. 

The beautiful knitting – 

and the beautiful knitters – 

of Eastern Hutt. All this is 

done to support Pregnancy 

Help. 

Silky pillows made by 

the ladies from 

Plimmerton. 
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Meeting a Need 

  

Over the years, members have collected all sorts of 

things – bread bag tags, used stamps, and bottle tops 

spring to mind.  Not only does that keep rubbish from 

going to landfill, it also helps organizations meet 

specific goals.  Have a look at the Inner Wheel website 

for a list of things to collect and what to do with them 

once you’ve got a bag full on hand. 

Our lives have all been upended these 

past years – and we’re the lucky ones! 

All the beautiful craft work with which 

our members keep their hands busy 

shown on the previous page is done to 

meet real needs – whether it is knitting 

to support mums, making silky pillows for 

cancer sufferers. We hear about a need, 

and act. 

And we meet other needs – whether that 

be feeding the hungry, or showing 

people that we care – by fundraising. A 

number of Clubs ask members to bring a 

food donation for organizations running 

food banks (St Vincent De Paul; City 

Mission, Salvation Army) while other 

Clubs collect anything from Easter eggs 

to pyjamas for kids – and adults – who 

could do with a hand up.  

Keep it up ladies! 

Ashburton ladies collected 

and distributed baking to 

people affected by the 

recent floods. 

Rangiora has been collecting and 

delivering Easter Eggs and other 

goodies for Cholmondeley House 

for a long time.  

Both Ashburton and Shore 

City (photo on cover) collect 

groceries for the St Vincent 

De Paul organization.  

The closure of the Mt Albert 

Women’s Refuge for a 

complete renovation meant 

that Mt Roskill was unable 

to deliver their collections 

of bedding, children’s toys 

and emergency gift bags for 

some months.  However, 

upon reopening, the Club 

was able to take along a car 

load of donations to 

replenish empty shelves.   

Invercargill delivering bright, 

warm pyjamas to the 

Children’s Ward.  
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Hearts at Work 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Many Clubs remain in contact with older 

and retired members. 

Going beyond the confines of their Clubs, 

many Clubs host Age Concern teas 

(Riccarton has been doing this for 31 years. 

Let me know if your Club can better that 

number!) and the Inner Wheel Club of 

Matamata hosts a weekly Friendship circle, 

providing entertainment and a delicious 

afternoon tea (see photo on cover). I know 

from experience that The Wheels on the 

Bus has many, many verses to keep 

everyone entertained! 

A number of Inner Wheel Clubs report that 

they are spending more time supporting 

their own members – Kapiti reports that 

many of their members have found the last 

18 months a struggle to cope with – so the 

Club is visiting when allowed and keeping 

up contact to boost morale.  

It is also good to hear that there is care for 

those members who serve on committees. 

Sue from Opotoki regularly visits 

the Club’s oldest member, June, 

and drives her to appointments 

(left). On the right, the committee 

of Opotoki holding the small gifts 

given in thanks for their service. 

Riccarton’s 25 years of service 

award – six years ago already. 

Riccarton’s “Pop-Ins” visit 

housebound members once a 

month. At Christmas time the 

craft group made, and the Pop In 

ladies delivered, these delightful 

angels.   
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Putting the “Fun” into Fundraising 
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Every year Plimmerton run a cafe at 

the Rotary Book Fair to raise funds 

for the Life Flight Trust.  Fundraising 

and helping our Rotary partners!  

Raising funds – often for a specific project – 

takes many forms in Inner Wheel.  As shown 

here, Clubs hold car boot and garage sales and 

man cafes.  

Just to show that you don’t need to sell things, 

or clear out your garage, Ashburton are 

planning to join in the Relay for Life, where 

funds are collected for the Cancer Society. 

And let’s not forget the people who collect 

directly on behalf of organizations. Well done 

to all who shake a tin, or fill trailers with 

groceries!  

Tawa organised and led “Stuff the 

Trailor” supporting the local 

Salvation Army Food Bank.  Trailers, 

set up outside two of the local 

supermarkets, along with a BBQ and 

the appeal of a sausage, attracts 

shoppers who are invited to 

purchase extra items to add to the 

trailer. Club members worked 

closely with staff from the Salvation 

Army who collect, box, and deliver 

the collected items to the foodbank.  

Donations of money were used to 

buy vouchers from the local 

supermarkets and presented to the 

food bank.  Our community is very 

generous! 

These groups all 

benefitted from 

Balclutha’s garage sale 

last year. 

Orewa braved the cold (3 ˚C!!!) to 

run a car boot sale. Although the 

cold day kept the numbers of 

shoppers down, they still managed 

to raise a good amount of money.  

These lovely ladies from Noumea 

Pleasance collected money for AVEC. 

A lot of the money 

collected recently by 

Clubs went to the Fiji 

appeal – thank you for 

every contribution. 
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History 

 

 

 

 

  

Over the past few months, I have been 

compiling a PowerPoint slideshow for my 

own Club’s (Riccarton) fiftieth celebration, 

and have enjoyed looking back to what 

those lovely ladies who started the Club 

did. Hence my idea to add some history to 

this newsletter. 

A very special thank you for the Clubs who 

sent through some part of their Club 

history – you’ll see the photos and stories 

on this page and the next. They are all 

very special memories – I must confess 

that Mt Roskill’s “lucky socks” is my 

favourite! (Although I’ll also be looking out 

for a copy of the cookbook – looks very 

interesting!) 

In the eighties, Mt Roskill 

funded a soccer team! At that 

time, the Boys Under 15A team 

consisting of Somali, Indian, East 

European, Chinese and 

European boys – and as some 

couldn’t afford team socks, the 

boys decided they would play in 

school socks.  However, Inner 

Wheel to the rescue – 

sponsoring socks and cheering 

on the team during the season.  

The service project involving the 

Fairfield Primary School Special Needs 

Unit was a very special one for 

Fairfield. In 2007-8 the dark and dingy 

unit was painted by members of the 

Fairfield Rotary Club to make it much 

brighter.  The Inner Wheel Club made 

two activity boards for use in the Unit 

to help children overcome fears of 

dealing with new experiences. IIW 

President 2008, Kamala Ramakrishnan 

was so impressed when she visited 

that it was included in her report at 

the 2009 conference. 

In 1992 the Otaki Children’s Health Camp were in 

urgent need of funds. Kapiti decided they could 

help and approached Alison Holst about suitable 

recipes – the end result being that the Club sold 

1000 copies of a new cook book Alison Holst’s 

Mini-Money Meals. One of the members even 

cooked a meal so that potential buyers could taste 

before buying!  

From the Club of Tawa:  Some years 

ago, our then President Dorothy 

Lomas decided to organise a car rally.  

This event brought all the members, 

their husbands, partners, and families 

together to raise funds and have 

some fun together. Dorothy spent 

much time the week before finding 

places and items in the community 

which would become the tasks and 

challenges.  Unfortunately, one clue, 

a yellow duck which stood proudly in 

the window of the house in Duncan 

Avenue on Friday afternoon could no 

longer be seen on Saturday by Rally 

members.  The event became known 

as the Car Rally with the missing clue. 

The year is 1982. Rotary 

organized a special 

Olympics day for the IHC, 

and members of Feilding 

helped to pack 600 boxed 

lunches for the athletes.   
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And finally, from the NZ History website, this snippet about Napier, our oldest Club:  

“Laura Holland of Napier became interested in the (Inner Wheel) movement while accompanying her husband to a Rotary 

conference in Scandinavia. New Zealand's first Club was formed in Napier at a meeting she called on 27 November 1936. From 

the beginning, members were involved in helping various charities with donations and practical assistance. During the war years 

they joined the Red Cross as a unit, making hundreds of garments which were sent to England. They also entertained sailors from 

visiting Merchant Navy ships, and raised money to buy provisions for New Zealanders serving overseas.” 2 

Imagine that! 
2https://nzhistory.govt.nz/women-together/inner-wheel-clubs-new-zealand 

So, as you were ladies, as you were! Let’s continue serving those who need our help with  

hands and hearts.   

I leave you with these final words from Inner Wheel NZ President Michelle: 

To all phenomenal Inner Wheel Women in action, sharing friendship through service -  

congratulations on all the amazing work you have done and continue to do in your  

communities by serving others in need with hands and hearts. You all deserve to be 

 so proud of all your achievements! 

Thank you for sharing and thank you Hannie for inspiring us with showcasing our  

actions in this publication. 

Invercargill North produced two major events in 

2016 and 2018 titled The Last Night Of The 

Proms. These events raised a significant amount 

for Hospice Southland. 

Due to Covid 19 a planned repeat event was 

postponed in 2020, but we’re pinning our hopes 

on 2022 if our members are happy to do so.  

Any money raised would go in support of 

Hospice Southland and the new Southland 

Community Hospital being constructed by the 

Blair Vining Trust. 

Eleven years ago, 

Plimmerton set to 

work, baking 

Christmas cakes for 

people affected by 

the Christchurch 

earthquake.   

Opotoki’s knitted 

teddies went even 

further afield – to 

the Middle East no 

less.   

https://nzhistory.govt.nz/women-together/inner-wheel-clubs-new-zealand

