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Inner Link Annual Overview, June 2022 

In case you were wondering – this 

hasn’t been a normal year for any of 

us. Make that two years ….  Covid has 

certainly disrupted our lives! Read 

President Michelle’s take on an 

alternative view on Covid and the 

opportunities it has brought us – from 

dealing with technology and learning 

to appreciate it, to deepening 

friendships. 

Here on the front page you can see 

some ways in which Clubs have 

celebrated significant milestones – 

congratulations to the Clubs who 

celebrated 20, 40 and 50 years of 

friendship and service. Not all shown 

here! 

From top to bottom: 

• Shore City celebrated 20 years at

the same venue as their Charter

Night.

• Wellington charter members

cutting their 40th cake.

• Riccarton placed the friendship

candle on a cloth embroidered

with the signatures of all members

since the charter – 50 years worth.

• The Matamata Club in a group

photo – they celebrated 40 years

this year.

And for the rest of the year – well, 

turn the page to see what Inner 

Wheel has been up to in 2021 – 2022! 

Hannie de Beer, IWNZ Editor 

FROM THE EDITOR 
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President’s Message 
Tēnā koutou. 

The 2021-22 Pink First Inner Wheel year has been an adventure for us all! 

Whoever we are, wherever in the country we live, life as we knew it is not the same today as it 

was last year. This year we have faced and overcome many challenges – we have stayed 

connected as an organisation, and we have continued to help many others in our local, National 

and International communities. Whether through the 220 local charities our Clubs support, the 

National Projects of Look Good Feel Better, or the international appeals for Fiji, Tonga and 

Ukraine, you have all contributed to the gifting of time and funds to support so many.  

Your friendships and bonds have strengthened as your world became smaller with no overseas 

travel and for many of us, life outside our property boundaries was severely limited for much of 

the year. Yet, we found ways to connect, inspire, and support each other. Online tools such as 

taking part in IWNZ Digital Education events, Social IWNZ Sundays, the "Brew in your Bubble" 

IWNZ Day event, meeting IIW President Ebe at our online event or maybe it was through online 

Club and District meetings. We still met, we still connected, and we made sure our friends were 

supported and OK. That's what friends are for, and that's what Inner Wheel is about! 

Alone we can do so little; together we can do so much. 

Helen Keller 

Ladies, you have all been on a huge learning curve. Some of you have stepped up to the 

challenge. Others have found it hard. It is a learning curve. We are all learning and ironing out 

the systems, but we have made a start, and it will only get better from here. We needed to do 

something to help us meet the challenges of future-proofing the organisation. To enable us to start to make Inner Wheel an organisation 

that others want to join, an organisation we can continue to be proud of, and an organisation that promotes itself as the go-to organisation 

for women in New Zealand.  

So we gave ourselves a fresh new look, arranged Membership March, the Women Magazine article, the new membership pamphlets, held 

Discover IWNZ online events and launched Virtual Membership and the Tickled Pink Campaign.  

This year, many barriers and obstacles have been placed in our way, but together we have figured out ways to find solutions and create 

new ways to be resilient and imaginative as we have kept Inner Wheel rolling. 

For any organisation to operate we need women who are prepared to give their time, to step up and to beacome our leaders. I thank every 

Club President and committee members for their time and energy to run your Clubs. The District leaders and those that took on National 

Roles. Each of you is important, and each of you makes a difference! Ngā Mihi, Thank you for all your support, contributions and 

enthusiasm for Inner Wheel this year. 

Leadership is all about relationships – The connections we make and the friendships we create. 

Lolly Daskal. 

Ladies, in 2021-22 we've achieved so much, and we've come a long way. I feel confident that IWNZ is in a stronger position than we were 

12 months ago. We have managed to stay connected and empower ourselves. We are excited – we are engaged, and we are moving 

forward. I know that Aly and her team will take us all from strength to strength to keep is moving and help us make Inner Wheel trendy 

again. 

As one of my favourite childhood authors, C S Lewis wrote, You are never too old to set another goal or dream a new one.… so ladies, what 

will yours be? 

Ngā Mihi Nui everyone. Thank you all. 
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A Year of Achievement 
“We've achieved so much, and we've come a long way.” President Michelle reports that she feels very confident that IWNZ is in a stronger 

position now than we were 12 months ago and facing another year of Covid restrictions: We have managed to stay connected and 

empowered ourselves. We are excited – we are engaged, and we are moving forward! This year, National Inner Wheel has done the 

following to benefit Inner Wheel New Zealand as a whole – all under the expert guidance of President Michelle and with the support of the 

tean:  

• Created the IWNZ database

• Rebuilt and updated the IWNZ website

• Set up Google Accounts for all Clubs

• Appointed a part-time IWNZ Administrator

• Set up and ran Digital Education sessions

• Set up and ran Sunday Sessions

• Set up and managed international appeals for Fiji, Tonga, 
and Ukraine

• Ran multiple Zoom / online meetings

• Ran a Brew In Our Bubble IWNZ Day

• Hosted an (online) evening with

IIW President Ebe Martines

• Planned and executed the Tickled Pink campaign

• Planned and ran Membership March

• Planned and placed an article featuring Inner Wheel 
Woman magazine

• Planned a number of Discover INWZ events

• Set up a Virtual Membership

But wait, there’s more! 

President Michelle also: 

• Hosted two NGB meetings

• Participated in a Radio Kidnapppers Interview

• Participated as a guest speaker at overseas events

• Attended a few Club birthday parties

Vice President Alyssandra also helped her team run Empowerment Days in all the Districts and Past President Dot presented a Margarette 

Golding award to Nola Moffett. 

Sometimes you just need to see everything that IWNZ has achieved in a nice tidy list to really appreciate the full effect!  Ed. 

IWNZ members – whether they serve on committees or not – have participated with energy! Did you know - this year members have of 

their time and energy, contributing to the services of 220 charities, gifting approximately $278,000 through over 53000 volunteer hours! 

A photo taken of members of the IWNZ National Governing Body 

taken at last year’s changeover.   
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District NZ291 
It is hard to comprehend that my year as Chairman of District 291 is coming to an end after what I would describe as a challenging, 

frustrating year. For me to have better contact with my Presidents, Executive and family I needed to rise up above my feelings of 

inadequacy in all things computer related! There are still many programmes I would like to master but at least I can undertake the basics 

with a computer and can organise and host an on-line meeting!! I have thoroughly enjoyed the times when I have been able to physically 

meet members of our Clubs. Zoom meetings are fine when there is no other choice but the physical contact has been by far the best 

experience, even if it meant a few postponements to make it happen. 

I was so happy that we could hold Empowerment Day with a physical presence of current and future office holders. There are many 

enthusiastic members in our District – all wishing to either help in schools with students’ reading or fundraise to assist many local charities 

who are struggling to exist.  

We need to encourage all our Clubs to make an all-out effort to find 2 or 3 young ladies (and their friends) seeking friendship and a 

willingness to give something back to their communities to join our organisation. If we do this regularly our succession rate will markedly 

increase. 

President Michelle Atkinson has done a remarkable to bring us a year of learning many new digital skills, encouraging our use of the IWNZ 

website and its resources and setting the foundation for many new and exciting ventures. Vice President Alyssandra Skerrett will, I’m sure, 

carry on this work in her own way very competently.  A HUGE thanks to my committee for your expertise, support, and encouragement. I 

would not have been able to carry out this position on the District Executive without you. 

Adrienne Davies, NZ291 Chairman

AOTEA 

Aotea has had much to be proud off: From supporting Club 

Member and IWNZ National President Michelle Atkinson 

through a successful and challenging year; Penelope Spencer-

Mackay in her dual roles on the NZ291 Committee as Vice 

Chairman and Editor; awarding Linda Fletcher, our long-time 

Treasurer, with an Honoured Active for her many years of hard 

work; the approval to change our Club name, from Aotea 

Auckland to Aotea and increasing membership by 10 members 

(83%).  With few face-to-face meetings our times together were 

important, especially Club Changeover, held at Besos Latinos in 

the Wynyard Quarter, with many current and prospective 

members attending. 

AUCKLAND EAST 
There are many things we 

have achieved this year, we 

have 4 new members, and we 

had a great fashion parade 

where we raised funds for I Am 

Hope, However I must say the 

one thing I have chosen to 

share is how generous our 

members have been donating 

sheets, towels, and a lot of 

beautiful knitting for the Middlemore Trust and knitted knee 

blankets for the elderly. These are given to families most at need 

and it is wonderful to know there are families and elderly out 

there who benefit greatly from these donated items.  

FAIRFIELD 
Our group is fairly low in 

numbers, but great in spirit 

and still eager to  ‘do our bit’ 

for the community. 

The project which gives us 

most pride is the knitting of 

baby garments for the 

newborn unit at Waikato 

Hospital, Plunket and the 

Middlemore Foundation.  

This year our knitters (some 

of whom are not members of 

our Club) worked for 2,700 hours to produce hats, singlets, 

jackets, bootees, crib blankets and small knitted toys with an 

estimated value of $1,050. The families who receive these items 

are most appreciative.  

TOKALAU SUVA 
The Inner Wheel Club of Tokalau Suva has held its last  

meeting. The Club has disbanded mainly due to 2 factors –  

the fallout from the Covid Pandemic causing many  

members to leave their country (Fiji) and members either 

not being willing to take on a committee role or not  

wishing to continue indefinitely in one, especially with  

increasing age. 

Not that our involvement with Fiji will necessarily come to an 

end. During the past year, donations from Clubs have meant  

that IWNZ has been able to donate over $11,000 to the Fiji 

Bayly Trust. (Editor). 
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HOWICK 
The year 2021 – 2022 has been a challenge but Club members 

remained supportive and strong throughout all our lockdowns. 

We only achieved three in person meetings – the first in July 

2021 and the next one in April 2022! You can imagine how much 

excitement there was at that meeting. For some later meetings 

we met at a restaurant at Bucklands beach, were we were 

blessed with amazing sunsets.  

Our Club members continued with their knitting and mask 

making and sewing for Days for Girls as well as collecting bras for 

Project Uplift. To stay in touch with members the President 

made a video every month – a lot of fun! For Halloween and 

Christmas, President Carmen dressed up, which made it a fun 

way to get through Covid.  

MATAMATA 
IWC Matamata kicked off its 

year by celebrating its 40th 

birthday. As well as members 

and husbands, the 

celebration included several 

past District chairs, current 

NZ291 District Chair 

Adrienne Davies and IWNZ 

President Michelle Atkinson. 

Cutting the birthday cake 

was in the capable hands of 

Margarette Golding Awardee 

Gwen Kirkwood (93), left, 

and founder member Esme 

Crawford (94). And, despite Covid-influenced stops and starts to 

meetings, Club members have worked solidly to support their 

community through practical projects – such as Days for Girls 

kits, Care Bears for youngsters in need and toilet bags for 

marginalised women – as well as making donations to Think 

Pink-influenced causes.  

MT ROSKILL 
Auckland’s Covid lockdown in August 2021 began four months of 

zoom meetings, telephone calls and text messages amongst 

members to keep in touch and carry on with whatever voluntary 

work was possible.  When December and the “Orange traffic 

light setting” arrived it was time to celebrate with a Christmas 

lunch at a member’s home.  Before eating, a working bee was 

organised to fill bags for the Women’s Refuge which the Club 

supports.  Members’ donations, including toiletries, stationery, 

towels, flannels, children’s activity books/pencils and IW 

pamphlets covered the dining table.  Amidst much chatter and 

laughter ten bags were filled and arrangements made to deliver 

them to the Refuge house ready for Christmas.   

Members then adjourned to fill their plates and enjoy the 

delicious food, the friendships and the freedom! 

NOUMEA PLAISANCE 
President Nadine Jacquiot and the members of the Noumea 

Plaisance Inner Wheel Club have undertaken to assist vulnerable 

families in the South Province. Their goal is to help women (and 

children) who have suffered from physical, mental and/or 

emotional abuse who must immediately be put into safe, secure, 

equipped accommodation which will be available to them for up 

to 6 months. These women arrive with nothing, and the Noumea 

Plaisance members are undertaking to equip 5 Accommodation 

Units with useful, everyday necessities, to give these women and 

their families a good start for their new life. 

During their stay the women will have frequent meetings with 

Doctors, Psychiatrists and Counsellors/Mentors. They will be 

supported to find accommodation once they leave. 
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OREWA AND WHANGAPAROA 
What a year this has been. The President chaired her first 

meeting and then the Club went into lockdown. She reports that 

she has felt like the phantom President!  However, despite this, 

their Club has achieved great things.    

A list of speakers are:  District Chairman, Adrienne;  member 

Margaret Mullan enthused us with her antics, one being “Wing 

Walking”, all funds raised going to various charities; Trent Lash 

from Heartbeat and coming up 

is Brendon Crompton from Blue 

Light. 

We increased our membership 

by four; we supported 

numerous charities, raising 

funds by holding various 

Saturday morning “garage sale” 

stalls at a local church precinct. 

A good advertisement for Inner 

Wheel by talking to the locals 

and also enjoying some laughs 

and social time between 

members when we get time to chat and catch up while making 

money – an excellent way to spend a Saturday morning. 

PARAHAKI OF WHANGAREI 
We had a very 

successful working 

bee putting together 

toilet bags for 

Woman’s Refuge. 

Thank you must go 

to George and Bev 

for not only holding 

the event at their 

house each time but for also storing all the items and of course 

for the wonderful coffee that George makes for us all. 

Quite a surprise when we added up our hours of service - 367 

hours this year and there may be a few we’ve missed. Just 

amazing how they add up. We do well for a small Club. 

SHORE CITY 
Shore City members are proud of our service activities - de Paul 

House with monthly grocery donations (plus a “haircut” cash gift 

during lockdown); knitting, crocheting and sewing for SCBU and 

rest homes; and silky cushions for mastectomy patients. Other 

donation recipients are Fred Hollows, Heart for Youth, Habitat 

for Humanity, and Foster Hope, for whom we donated 37 pairs 

of children’s pyjamas.  Three members raised a substantial sum 

for Breast Cancer, walking the virtual Pink Ribbon Walk.   

Socially, with Covid strategies in place, we enjoyed our Christmas 

Luncheon.  In January, to celebrate IIW Day, we had a bush walk 

with coffee afterwards. 

OPOTIKI 
The last year and the end of a great run. 

Well, the year has passed. Not a particularly vibrant one with 

blocks and stumbles along the way. No District Meeting, no 

movie night and even no visit from our new District Chairman. 

Darn that pesky virus. Despite it all, President Carole has been 

the glue that has kept us going with her great ideas and not 

accepting defeat. 

We have explored an exciting new venue right out in the country 

started by one of our member’s daughter and family. 

Everyone rallied for Ukraine and for Fiji. Our sobering Pauper’s 

night made us all quite thoughtful especially hearing the tales of 

days we’ll gone by —- no water, no oven, a long drop, chicken 

only on high days and holidays — all normal then. 

Good things about our little Club include our ‘News and 

Concerns’ slot, our Almoner, Silky Pillows and the general 

friendship and sharing. Looking out for each other and interplay 

with our Sister Clubs in the ‘old’ days. 

Opotiki had a great wind up luncheon with a delicious menu, We 

toasted and reminisced and then suddenly it was over — thirty- 

seven years of fun and friendship and the doing of good. We 

raised our glasses to the future as WHEEL FRIENDS. 
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District NZ294 
What a year it’s been, full of Covid disruptions and cancelled or postponed meetings. Despite this I’ve been able to visit all 13 Clubs in our 

District and have thoroughly enjoyed spending time with so many of our members. It is one of the great privileges and pleasures of the role 

to be able to visit our Clubs, and I am impressed every time by the friendship that binds us together, and the service that gives us a united 

sense of purpose.  

We had to postpone our Empowerment Day until June but the promise of a “girls’ weekend away” certainly appealed to our members, and 

as I write we have 87 members registered to attend. I’m sure we will all have a wonderful weekend together, socialising, having fun and 

being empowered. 

My year has gone by far too fast, and I am sad it’s coming to an end. I encourage others to consider stepping up to this role as it is both 

enjoyable and empowering. I know you will all support incoming Chair Sue Jameson over the coming year and that she’ll do a great job as 

your next District Chair. 

Debbie Lattey, NZ294 District Chairman 2021/22  

AHURIRI 
This year, our Club assisted the local Tongan Community to 

provide relief for families in Tonga after the January volcanic 

eruption and tsunami devastated the small Island nation. Homes 

and crops were 

damaged by ash and 

stones, and 

waterways became 

undrinkable.  

A single shipping 

container was to be 

sent from Auckland 

but this only allowed 

for one barrel of 

items per family so 

Napier locals chose to send their own container and asked for 

support from the community. Our Club made a donation toward 

items to construct a water gathering system and storage tanks, 

along with water, food, clothes and bedding.  

Donations were packed in barrels specifically for extended 

families, and the container was shipped in March and arrived in 

Tonga at Easter and the barrels were then distributed to the 

families. 

EASTERN HUTT 
Our Club  focused on fund raising to support WellingtonFree 

Ambulance (WFA).  Our local 

WFA,  Waterloo Station, gave a 

list of what they would like that 

would not be covered by public  

donations. 

This included outdoor furniture 

(so that the paramedics could 

space out), a Netflix subscription, 

a Christmas tree (their old one 

was a painted white stick with 

tinsel), and some biscuits.  

A contact of one of our members 

donated a nice Christmas free and 

decorations and the knitting 

group also donated wool baby 

beanies.  

FEILDING 
We are proud of our efforts to support the Kids Crash Packs, an 

idea that came 

about after a 

family was 

involved in a 

car accident 

with the 

children 

needing to be 

distracted.  

The activity 

packs, 

included colouring in books, crayons and stickers, are to be 

placed in Police Cars to be given to children in accidents.  

We helped by giving a monetary donation through the Givealittle 

page and the Police suggested we knit stuffed animals to go with 

the packs, so the kids had something to cuddle and hold for 

comfort.  

KAPITI 

Our final Charity was from funds raised through a promotion 

from a local Winery which they requested support a charity in 

our community.  President Judith was speaking to a contact 

connected to Girls Scouts of America whose Granddaughter’s 

troop were holding a working bee assembling Birthday Kits for 

under privileged children. We received a list of suggested items 

and put this into place to assist children in our local food bank. 

Our last meeting in May was a social evening where we 

assembled the kits for boys and for girls. A fun night especially as 

we knew that someone’s child would be able to celebrate their 

birthday with some happiness!  



8 

MANUWATU CENTRAL CONNECTION 
A highlight of the year was one of 

our service projects. 

From a quiz night, supported by 

our neighbouring Clubs – Feilding 

and Palmerston North; we raised 

funds to donate two sewing 

machines and vouchers for ten 

virtual driving lessons to the Red 

Cross support team for migrant 

women (team shown in photo). 

We hope these donations will 

empower these women and help 

towards their independence. 

We also enjoyed some great social functions with a craft 

evening, AGM at Greenhaugh Gardens and a dinner at 

Wharerata for our Changeover where our speaker was a new PN 

City Councillor – Orphee Mickalad, who was a former refugee 

from the Congo. 

NAPIER 
Like many other Clubs, we are struggling to exist. However here 

is one suggestion that we have followed, since Covid 19 has 

interrupted our meetings. We find it difficult in asking a speaker 

to attend our meeting, in fact the numbers are so small (10, 

because of our age limit) we could not expect them to come.   

So, we now have one volunteer member, bring along and talk 

about one of her TREASURES. This has proved very interesting. 

Our first volunteer was Dot, who brought along her very 

precious doll, called Dolly, aged 75 years, with stuffed body, 

painted hair, and original clothes.  This was followed by a box 

with a Silver and Bronze medal, for wrestling, won by Sharon’s 

Grandfather who won them at the 1950 Empire Games! Norma 

brought along three generations of Wedding Veils – the oldest 

was hand-made fine Chantilly lace from France styled in a floor 

length tulle - accompanied with photographs showing the brides 

wearing them. This idea has been very well received and have 

been a great innovation to our luncheons. We hope to weather 

the storm as our members treasure their friendship and 

opportunity to help others through service. 

NEW PLYMOUTH NORTH 
It has been another busy year and we have met as a large group 

as much as we could, despite Covid. 

The International Inner Wheel Day was well supported by 

members as we met for a lovely lunch BBQ and even the 

weather was kind to us.  

The knitters also have knitted up a storm this year as we now 

have a large group knitting for charity. 

We also managed to organise a Fashion show with Ballentynes. 

The first one they have done since covid began. It was lovely to 

be able to get out and about again and raise some funds. 

PALMERSTON NORTH 
We have had some great speakers over the past 12 months, 

including Sivleang, a former refugee from Cambodia. Sivleang 

gave a shocking, horrific and moving account of her life in 

Cambodia, from the 

freedom she had as 

a child, through 

living in a country 

torn apart by civil 

war and finally their 

flight to safety, 

which for her 

ended in New 

Zealand.  

Our activities, including  Coffee and Chat, Walk & Talk, and the 

new Garden group continue to prosper. 

Keeping connected at the NZ294 District Meeting. 
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PLIMMERTON 
It has been a strange year full of disruptions and cancellations 

but we have managed to carry on with lots of knitting for the 

Neonatal Unit Trust and sewing silky pillows and wheat packs for 

the Cancer Society.  We did however manage to hold our Pink 

Ribbon Lunch and raised a large amount of money for this very 

worthy cause. 

After several cancellations we held our annual Rose of 

Friendship Challenge with the Tawa Club.  This has become an 

annual event the members really enjoy.  We shared a lovely 

meal together and then play indoor bowls (with the help of 

some professionals) and it is always a lot of fun. 

TAWA 

The Tawa Borough Council seek nominations for the Tawa Civic 

Awards in 6 categories on a triennial basis. These awards 

recognise and show appreciation to not for profit groups, 

organisations and individuals who work to improve the Tawa 

community and make it a better place to live. In 2021 Inner 

Wheel Club Tawa and Inner Wheel Club member Carolyn Crutch 

were nominated and selected to receive awards in the Health 

and Wellbeing Category as recognition of the outstanding 

service and contribution they have made to the local community 

over many years. These awards were to be presented by the 

Mayor of Wellington at an official ceremony, but this was 

cancelled due to the pandemic. However, a special moment for 

the recipients was organised at this year’s Club changeover. 

Three of the Club’s charter members accepted the Club Award 

and Carolyn was on hand to be presented with hers. Richard 

Herbert from Tawa Borough Council formally handed over the 

Awards..   

UPPER HUTT 
In April the Inner Wheel Club of Upper Hutt booked a table at 

the local Women’s Expo to help increase publicity for our Club 

and grow our membership.  The theme for our table was “tickled 

pink” for Membership March, we had a great pink raffle and 

made a selection of yummy pink treats to enjoy while we 

chatted to the women of Upper Hutt about who we are. We met 

some lovely ladies and have contacted each potential new Club 

member to invite them attend our coffee catch ups and dinner 

meetings.  We hope to be able to formally induct some of our 

new friends soon! 

WELLINGTON 
On Tuesday 31 May our Club celebrated their 40th birthday at 

our monthly meeting at the Wellington Club. We also took the 

opportunity to acknowledge the Platinum Jubilee of Queen 

Elizabeth II.  The dress code was red (Ruby) or purple (Royal) 

outfits with tiara and pearls accessories.  (Shown here, Club 

president President Ina Hansen) 

During the evening we watched a PowerPoint presentation 

which included photos 

with captions of 

events and activities in 

our Club over the 

years. Members also 

shared their memories 

with short talks to the 

group.  The tables 

were decorated with 

beautiful runners 

made by our secretary 

and we had a formal 

cutting of the cake. 

The evening ended 

with a rousing 

rendition of God Save 

the Queen.  
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District NZ297 
In NZ297 we are lucky in having been able to hold our District meetings and Empowerment Day events as scheduled, with the addition of 

an additional Empowerment session in what is informally known as Top of the South.  Attendance has been pleasing at all events, which 

have an important role in fostering friendship, as well as attending to the planned agenda. 

We were delighted that National President Michelle was at last able to join us on 18 June for our AGM and Changeover.  We also 

welcomed National Past President Dot Anderson-Lee and IIW Director Carol Haskett, both members in NZ297, as well as in-coming 

National President Alyssandra.  Our meeting had several parts – the District meeting, the AGM, a speaker who works with new New 

Zealand women, and the Changeover. We marked 40 years of NZ297 as a separate District, with some reminiscences from Cecile Pierce 

who remembers the change.  

My thanks to our out-going Executive members who have served the District well, and congratulations to those who have accepted roles 

for the coming year. 

Barbara Chapman , Nz297 District Chairman

ASHBURTON 
Ashburton 

enjoyed 

participating in 

Relay for Life.  

Although this 

was first 

postponed, 

then cancelled, 

our Club 

continued with 

its fundraising efforts. A very successful Wine & Nibbles evening 

was held at the end of last year, and on 19 February a small 

group of Clare’s Inner Wheel Wonders met at a local park to 

Celebrate, Remember and Fight back. We walked, talked and 

enjoyed a lovely lunch together, even managing to appear in the 

local newspaper and on Face Book.  We raised a total of 

$3,181.00 for the local cancer society.  A wonderful effort by 

everyone involved. 

CHRISTCHURCH WEST 
The major event we 

have done this year is 

to move our meeting 

day and times after 34 

years as most 

members are now 

‘Retired’! We have 

welcomed 5 new 

members, donated 

knitting to Plunket, 

made Heart pillows 

for Cancer Society and 

contributed Beads for 

Courage for the 

District Meeting and have held our delayed Welcome to Spring 

event at the Old Stone House where we were joined by 

members of Christchurch and Ashburton Clubs and other special 

friends.  

AVONHEAD 

The highlight of our year was the presentation of a Margarette 

Golding Award to one of our long time Inner Wheel members 

Nola Moffett.  This was a very special occasion celebrated at our 

September International lunch at Francesca’s Italian Restaurant.  

IWNZ Past President/Past National Representative Dot 

Anderson-Lee joined us to make the presentation to Nola.  It was 

also lovely to have some of Nola’s Inner Wheel friends from 

other Clubs join us as well as her family members.  

After the decision early in this Inner Wheel year that our Club 

would disband at the end of June, our Club members have 

continued to meet once a month when we could for social 

occasions together, including lunch in the café at Summerset on 

Cavendish, a Christmas lunch with husbands at the Redwood 

Hotel, a picnic lunch at The Groynes, afternoon tea at the 

Museum Café, and lunch at Riccarton House. 

We have distributed the remainder of our Charity funds to the 

following:  Fiji and Tonga Appeals, Pips, NZ Spinal Trust, 

Champion Centre, Sweet Louise and Brydie Lauder Trust.    

We have been very proud of their representation we have had at 

District, National and International by some of our members.  

We have a number of members who intend to transfer to 

another Club. 

As this is our final Club report we wish to thank everyone for 

their friendship and support that has been extended to us over 

the past 38 years.  To reflect we have wonderful memories of 

the friendships formed, working together on projects and the 

service we have been able to give to the community and beyond. 
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MARLBOROUGH 
We have had a very busy (and as always, great fun) year! We had 

a most enjoyable day shared with the Cancer Society ladies.  Two 

of our members gave their experience having had breast cancer 

and how the procedure improves each year! We are also 

continuing the making of our heart shaped silky pillows that are 

used by the Cancer Society for ladies who have just had an 

operation. 

We also collected 

and then 

delivered 

children’s books 

and toys for the 

Wairau Hospital 

children’s ward – 

these are much 

appreciated. 

MOTUEKA 
Motueka Inner Wheel Club is proud of: 

• The fun, friendship and support we have among our 33

members

• Appointing an Almoner for the Club

• Fundraising via quiz nights, raffles and garage sales

allowing us to donate to 5 local charities

• Maintaining our regular Club nights and coffee

morning, Covid regulations permitting, throughout the

year

• Recruiting and retaining new members and providing

fun and interesting Club meetings.

The photo shows a number of fetching hats and some very dressy 

outfits at the tea party held in Jean and Peter’s garden. Thank you to 

Peter for proposing the toast to the Queen for her Platinum Jubilee.  

OTAUTAHI CANTERBURY 
We had a very special guest speaker at our meeting in May. 

Lisa Paget from NICU Cuddle Hearts came to share her journey 

of setting up this amazing and valuable program. 

Many of our members are already making these precious hearts, 

and it was heart-warming as well as heart-breaking to hear more 

about where Lisa's idea came from to bring the concept from 

Australia to New Zealand. 

Cuddle Hearts are small cotton fabric hearts shared between 

mothers and babies and have proven to have benefits for both.  

They are designed to give back some of that bonding experience, 

with scented hearts kept by both the baby and the parents and 

swapped every couple of days to 're-charge' those familiar 

smells. They provide a connection and comfort, and baby's scent 

can even help new mums with lactation while they express.. 

RANGIORA 
Rangiora Inner Wheel members enjoyed a wonderful evening on 

Tuesday 16th November, 2021 when we celebrated our 16th 

birthday with a scrumptious meal prepared by member Ally 

Fussell.  29 members and guests assembled at Annette & Greg 

Wright’s home at 6pm for pre-dinner drinks and fellowship.  

There was a great sense of enjoyment and conviviality in the air.  

Before the sweets course, Father Christmas arrived complete 

with gifts for everyone.  Our Father Christmas was in a delightful 

jovial mood and we were all delighted he took the time out of 

his busy schedule to visit us at Fulham Castle. 

The photo shows four of our Foundation members, Annette 

Wright, Edith Sim, Merle Wilcox & Jean Osborne. 
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RICCARTON 
Theresa Perham from Dress for Success was the guest speaker 

for Riccarton’s May meeting, giving us an insight into this not-

for-profit organisation, run by volunteers who assist women by 

providing suitable fashion items 

before they seek employment. 

A truly worthwhile service with 

a fascinating background as it 

was promoted in the US and 

has a number of agencies in 

New Zealand and throughout 

the world. Members were 

encouraged to donate some 

items for their stock and also 

visit their premises for their 

Sale to the public in July.! 

STOKE TAHUNANUI 
On a rather cold windy day last Spring a number of us braved the 

Tasman countryside to meet the locals - Alpacas. 

Their owner is very passionate about her beautiful animals and 

she has many of them. Her operation attracts quite a number of 

overseas tourists. A 

group of female 

Alpacas were 

waiting for us and 

gathered around 

watching as their 

owner enlightened 

us on their 

characteristics. 

There were a 

number of young male alpacas present who were becoming a bit 

too big for their boots and were put firmly in their place by the 

females. Quite charming! No spitting occurred- but we were told 

not to stand behind them as they are inclined to kick out.  

. 

NZ297 40th District 

Meeting was very well 

attended!. 
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District NZ298 
My year began at our District AGM in July with Celebration of 50 years as NZ298. Members Beth McNeill and Jeannette Woodley spoke of their 

memories, cut the cake this being followed by fellowship over afternoon tea. 

IW Club of Oamaru celebrated their 50th Birthday with a lunch attended by IWNZ President Michelle Aitkinson, Charter Member Jean Currie, 

myself as District Chairman, present and past members of the Club and members from other NZ298 Clubs, an enjoyable time of friendship and 

fellowship. 

The Four Clubs of Invercargill joined together for an evening and I spoke to about 60 members. It was a very friendly evening and a wonderful idea 

for the Clubs to join together. I also met with the Club Presidents in the afternoon. 

I have met with Dunedin South for a lunchtime meeting, Balclutha at an evening meeting, Queenstown for an afternoon meeting followed by a 

game of croquet. A friendly fun time .Mosgiel invited me for a lunch. Unfortunately, the Club is to disband, due to older membership and low 

numbers. I discussed ways they could remain members and some may join Dunedin South or be Members at Large. 

I have very much enjoyed my time as NZ298 District Chairman 

Pam Henderson, NZ298 District Chairman 

BALCLUTHA 
Our Club is quite small, but our 12 

members are focussed on staying 

together and enjoying each other’s 

company, raising money, or giving 

their time to others in the 

community.  

We have donated money to the 

Balclutha Library Summer Reading 

programme and Anglican Family 

Care. Our donations, always, are 

given towards the betterment of 

children in South Otago. The first baby born from South Otago in 

September always receives a baby basket full of home knitting 

and baby clothes.  

We have enjoyed a variety of speakers at our meetings the latest 

being a ‘Zoom’ from a Rotary Member working in Antarctica. In 

June our speakers are from the South Otago ‘Search and 

Rescue’. After our main meeting, members join for a social 

lunch.  

DUNEDIN SOUTH 
Members have supported the Club in many ways. Pink themed 

meetings, visits to our Early Settler’s museum (ToiTu Settlers 

Museum, photo left), working bees to make silky pillows and 

drain bags for Mercy hospital.  Knitting, crochet, and pyjamas are 

very 

prominent 

in our 

donations 

to the 

children’s 

ward, and 

pyjamas 

were also 

donated to 

Foster Hope. Pam Henderson, District NZ298 Chairman visited in 

February and told us “she enjoyed a very friendly happy visit.”  

We have seven link Clubs and we will continue for the 2022-2023 

year.  

INVERCARGILL 
Members of the 

Invercargill Club were 

excited to finally get 

together in June, their 

first Club meeting since 

February. It was decided 

to have a lunch meeting 

during the week in the 

hope it would entice 

members out that may 

have been reluctant to a 

venture out to a winter’s 

evening meeting. The 

lunch was a success, 

everyone enjoyed the get-together, their meals and one 

member went home with a very nice raffle prize. 

INVERCARGILL NORTH 
The Inner Wheel Club of 

Invercargill North members are 

very pleased that they have 

been able to host a face to face 

meeting each month as 

planned paying respect to the 

changing health and safety 

rules to help ensure our 

members and meetings would 

be as safe as possible. 

The meetings have been varied and included the induction of 

five new members over the year.  A highlight was the 

involvement of a number of young school aged females who 

have entertained us with their artistic skills.  They have been 

delightful to watch but also have helped us realise that they will 

be leaders and their and our future looks positive. 

Another highlight for us has been the introduction of the use of 

some digital tools by IWNZ and the training to go alongside these 

to help make roles easier. Thank you to President Michelle and 

her team. 
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INVERCARGILL SOUTH 
 It is very hard for our Club 

to talk on anything from 

the last year, as meetings 

have been scarce with 

lockdowns. We did 

however make a decision 

on something that has 

given our Club an 

enormous amount of 

pleasure over the last 

couple of decades. We 

sadly have given our 

catering for the local bridge Club away. It was a very hard 

decision as this has been our annual major fundraiser, but with 

the current gathering restrictions and the lower membership of 

our Club it was a necessary decision. On the happy side, we are 

busily planning an alternative fundraiser. 

MOSGIEL’ 
After many years, the Inner Wheel Club of Mosgiel is disbanding. 

There is always a great deal of sadness once that day has come – 

but at the same time we also celebrate the many years of 

friendship and service that this Club has given. 

OAMARU 
I am writing to say that the last year has been a very exciting one 

for members of the Oamaru Club. We celebrated in July our 50th 

year of Inner Wheel in Oamaru and held a celebratory dinner at 

the Brydone Hotel with approximately 40 members and partners 

invited. We were privileged to have the National President, 

Michele Atkinson with us along with 3 foundation members, 

Jean Currie, Joan Martin, and Avis Tempero and an apology from 

Sheema Shepherd. We had 10 past Presidents at the dinner 

which was a great achievement. 

At the celebration the entire 11 members of the Oamaru Club 

were presented with Honoured Active Badges. This was a very 

special day for all of us. (See the photo of the Honoured Active 

Nominees on page 15.) 

QUEENSTOWN 
Like everyone we’ve had a challenging year but we’ve only had 

to cancel one meeting so I think we did very well to continue to 

get together and enjoy each other’s company and friendship.  

And even though some collections days for various charities 

were cancelled we still managed to volunteer 150 hours to 

community 

projects and 

fundraisers.  

We also gained 

4 new 

members 

during the 

year.  

Perhaps the 

most 

successful 

activity we do as a Club is the weekly working group that meets 

every Saturday morning for a walk.  Jenny Mason has been 

organising this for nearly 5 years.  Those that can’t join the walk 

meet up for coffee with everyone afterwards. This group has 

brought us together as a Club, has given us new members and 

has been a fun way for us all to get together. 

WAIMATE 
Our Club has 16 Active Members and 3 Honoured Active. We 

have had some resignations over the last year sadly, however we 

are in good heart and are very proud of our achievements over 

the last year. Our big push is making silky pillows for women who 

have had breast surgery. This has been our main job as we are 

the only Club now supplying the South Canterbury area, Timaru 

and Bidwell Hospitals. 29 so far have been delivered and more in 

the pipeline. We have a wonderful group of enthusiastic sewing 

champs. 

Our Club also from donations, given, put together hospital packs 

for those who go to hospital without toiletries. We made 30 of 

these up recently. 

Our Club has also donated money to help a local church who 

have been making meals for families caught up in COVID, and 

donations to the local Kindergarten for home packs for children 

who are also caught up in the COVID cycle. 

All in all, our Club is very proud of the work we have undertaken 

to date and we also have the pleasure of enjoying each other’s 

company and friendship. Many a happy hour has passed as we 

converse and create
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Membership 
HONOURED ACTIVE MEMBERS, 2021 - 2022 

Susan Skarsholt 
Mt Roskill 

Lesley Blain 
Ashburton 

Sandra Hunter, Matamata Jean Smithson, Opotiki Fiona Laming 
Opotiki 

Val Owles 
Orewa & Whangaparao 

Judith Cowie 
Shore City 

Gwyneth Higginson 
Shore City 

Joan Simpson 
Shore City 

Bernadette MacKenzie 
Marlborough 

Linda Fletcher 
Aotea 

Hannie de Beer 
Riccarton 

Bobbity Murfitt and Lesley Compton 
Riccarton 

Oamaru 
Back row:  Dawn Perkins, Ruth Dove, Bronwyn 
Goldrick, Maureen Malcolm, Susan Clark 
Front row: Claire Thomson, Ann Senior, Joan 
Martin (founding Member), Cara Duncan, 
Carole Hamer 
Absent: Maureen Ardley 
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National Changeover 2022 
And a lot of fun was had by all! 

Changeover is always a time of reflection – looking back over the year that was, all that was achieved – and looking forward to the year 

ahead. This Changeover was no different – and here are the ladies leading us into the next year!  

A SPECIAL THANK YOU 
Dot Anderson-Lee is leaving the IWNZ Executive this year after her tenure as 

IWNZ Past President and we are so delighted that she is moving into the role of 

International Inner Wheel Board Director. Dot has been such a valuable member 

of the team and has been part of the active team that has lead IWNZ through so 

many changes over the last few years. She has always been so willing to lend a 

hand and the IIW theme for her year as President, Lead The Change, was so 

fitting for her role during that time. Thank you Dot for all you've done for IWNZ. 

We are so proud of you and truly value your friendship. 
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NATIONAL GOVERNING BODY 

National 
Governing 

Body / 
Executive 
Committe

e 

Alyssandra Skerret 
IWNZ President  

Judi Newborn 
Vice President 

Michelle Atkinson 
Immediate Past 

President 
Media Manager 

Helen Faulkner 
Secretary 

Wendy Chitty 
Treasurer 

Council 
Members 

Penelope Spencer-
Mackay 

Chairman NZ291 

Sue Jameson 
Chairman NZ294 

Dianne Ladd 
Chairman NZ297 

Monica Mulholland 
Chairman NZ298 

Associate Members 

Carol Haskett 
Publicist 

Darlene Westrupp 
Constitution 

Chairman 

Joanne Gaudin 
Membership 

Hazel Hunter 
Projects 

Sue Lindsay 
Strategy Facilitator 

Hannie de Beer 
Editor 

INTRODUCING: 

Alyssandra Skerret, IWNZ President 2021-22 
‘Thank You’ to the Inner Wheel New Zealand Membership for this honour as I step into Presidency. I am truly moved so many Members 

have inspired, shaped who I am, and encouraged me in each role even when I was hesitant. I am fortunate to reflect upon so many 

Members as Inner Wheel Friends. 

I believe it starts with a conversation where we Change Our Perspective, Embrace and Welcome Variety, and Find Our Purpose as we Work 

Wonders – this year’s International Inner Wheel Theme. 

Change Our Perspective of our value in our Clubs and Communities by engaging women to visualise their future as an Inner Wheel Member 

actively being part of and seen in our legendary story.  

Embrace And Welcome Variety with our charitable works, friendships, meetings, and membership making us the perfect solution for 

women to join and contribute guilt and pestering free to many charities or causes.  

Like a packet of seeds, let’s grow our garden to inspire new audiences to Find Their Purpose and experience sisterhood, leadership, and a 

place they belong. 
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NZ291 District Chairman, Penelope Spencer-Mackay 
I joined the Inner Wheel Club of Aotea in 2012. When I was 

introduced to the Club, I was a woman who had no idea of what 

was ahead. My fresh keen eyes saw women that were connected 

through service and friendship, and I thought to myself “this is a 

bit of me” as I like to volunteer and give back to the community.   

Currently I lived in Kerikeri after 45 years in Auckland with my 

Mum, Dad and brother.  I then married and had my lovely 

daughter, Chelsie who has a wonderful partner, Jack. They are 

very big part of my life along with tremendous support from my 

lovely husband Duncan, his sons Ben and Robbie and Victoria 

and family.  

I hope that when I look back on my year as District Chairman, 

that seeds have been sown and are starting to bloom. I will note 

more mentorships at Club level, a breath of  fresh air with new 

Clubs on the horizon, seeing friendship with Members stepping 

up and dusting off  the cobwebs to take on the challenge of Club, 

District, and National roles.  I believe that No is only an 

opportunity that is not yet discovered, you only get out what you 

put in and I’ve been getting a whole lot out! 

Inner Wheel is a community and through collaboration – 

combining our individual strengths as everyone has something to 

offer, everyone is a piece of the overall puzzle – by working 

together we can all flourish.  

NZ294 District Chairman, Sue Jameson 
I am an ordinary person. No amazing skills or talents. But I do 

believe that sometimes ordinary people get things done, and a 

lot of ordinary people can get a lot done! 

 Never before have I experienced such fellowship, kindness and 

support or met so many amazing women.  

Being District Chairperson is way out of my comfort zone, but 

that doesn’t mean I can’t do it. I feel empowered to step out of 

my comfort zone because, I have a Dream, Like Martin Luther 

King. I have a Dream…  But I need your help 

I want you to imagining what if every city, town and suburb in 

New Zealand had an Inner Wheel Club how much better our 

country would be.  

Those three simple objectives, but profoundly important ideals 

really would make the world a better place to live in. 

I love all that Inner Wheel has given me so far and I want it to 

last for myself and then for our daughters and granddaughter. 

But I can’t do this on my own. I need everyone’s help and I am 

asking for your help. 

To do this we need to start new Clubs for younger women, and 

grow our Clubs. Younger women are interested in friendship and 

community service and we need to empower them to start their 

own Clubs. It is important that women make time for themselves 

and friendship groups. People now crave to feel they are part of 

a community. 

We all enjoy what Inner Wheel has given us and we owe it to the 

generations that come after us that Inner Wheel is strong, it is 

growing, it is vibrant.  

NZ297 District Chairman, Diane Ladd 
As we head to District Changeover I must admit to some 

trepidation for what lies ahead. NZ297 District Chair seems 

daunting but I know I will enjoy every step of the way. 

My journey with Inner Wheel has been brief compared to a 

majority of members. I joined in 2013 after moving to 

Christchurch to spend time with family. The chance to get to 

know other like minded women who shared a desire for 

personal service, outside of work or the family, drew me to join 

Inner Wheel Otautahi Canterbury. 

Every year there is always the frustrating search for members to 

step up to a committee role. Over the years each role I have 

done whether ISO, Secretary or President, I have learnt many 

things along the way. But especially the amazing support from 

the wonderful women in my Club and those I have met and got 

to know along the way. 

My aim for this year is to further the growth in membership. We 

need to ensure all the hard work many have done over the years 

is not in vain because membership has dwindled to 

unsustainable levels. As NZ297 District Chair I hope to facilitate 

our Clubs with ideas to promote the great work we do. I know 

now more than ever, there will be women out there looking for a 

chance to meet a “great bunch of women” doing amazing work 

in the community and having fun – perhaps we just need to ask? 

NZ298 District Chairman, Monica Mulholland 
I grew up in a small town in Ireland called Fermoy. I started 

professional life as a Civil Engineer and moved to being an 

Investment Manager when I finished my MBA.  

Inner Wheel is a Friendship Club and out of the friendships that 

you make in Inner Wheel comes the desire to give service.  

Service starts with self-care and with service to family – creating 

a safe and nurturing environment for all to reach their full 

potential. Following on comes service to community. 

Service to Community is much more than raising funds. Service 

also means helping increase the quality of your local community. 

Despite all our technology and connectedness, we suffer an 

epidemic of loneliness in our communities. Voluntary 

organisations are wonderful ways of  increasing the 

connectedness of the community. 

Increasing the quality of our communities benefits us all….it 

gives us the communities we desire in our hearts to live in. But 

waiting for others  to do it for us never works. Communities have 

to be built from the ground up. Each and every one of us have to 

do it in our daily lives using the three key components of 

connection, gratitude and random acts of kindness. 

In these 3 simple acts there is plenty of service we can do for our 

community and our Volunteer Organisations. Let’s leave the 

camp fire in a better condition than when we found it. Our 

example will inspire and empower others. 

Remember: the most important gift we can give the world is 

empowered women! 


