
 

 

 

 

From the Editor’s Desk 

When I had to hand in my topics for the year to the NGB team, I looked at President Alyssandra’s cards, 

considered the International Inner Wheel theme for the year (Work Wonders), and considered what it is 

about women, and Inner Wheel women in particular, that I truly value. And so the theme of Nurturing 

popped up.  

A newsletter from Fairfield quoted President Aly as follows: “When Members feel a sense of belonging, 

encouraged with inspiring new ideas and tools, and safe surroundings, then remarkable things begin to 

happen as we Build Trust, Fellowship, and True Lifelong Friendships.” 

I revisited the topic, and what it meant, as I got ready to pull the newsletter together – tell me, do you 

agree that the women described here are the core of Inner Wheel? 

• Women who have a giving nature and always willing to help others, whether it is through 

volunteering their time or donating money to worthy causes.  

• Women who know how important it is to laugh and have a good sense of humor. They use their 

humor to make people feel comfortable and at ease, even in difficult situations. 

• Women who are always supportive and encouraging to those around them. 

Take a moment to consider who originally invited women like this and wove them into the fabric of our 

Clubs?  

Here’s the thing – Membership and Nurturing new and existing members is not the responsibility of the 

National or District bodies of our organization …. It is the responsibility of each Club and each individual 

Member. Hence, in this newsletter, there isn’t a letter from the Membership Coordinator, or the President, 

or the Treasurer – this is about what Clubs are doing in their neighbourhood.  

We need new members, we need to have fun together, and we need to support and nurture the existing 

members and new members. So, in this newsletter, enjoy reading about what other clubs are doing – and 

reflect on what your Club can do! 

Hannie  
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New Members 

The most common way that clubs use to attract new members is an easy one – invite friends along to the 

less formal activities, such as coffee mornings, walking groups, and movie nights.  The lovely ladies from 

New Plymouth North even invite people they meet while walking and take them along for a coffee 

afterwards.  Motueka and Marlborough both report that they are fortunate to continue to attract new 

members, mainly through introductions from existing members – often a new member will invite a friend, 

who then invites another friend … Another tip from Marlborough – invite your speakers to join! And, 

importantly – maybe they say No the first time, but who knows? Maybe they’ll say Yes later! 

Clubs report on a range of ways they have used to reach out to women, including:  

• Through participation in Women’s Expos (Kapiti and Plimmerton) 

• Through the Inner Wheel Website (Kapiti received 3) 

• Dropping off information pamphlets at the likes of the Kapiti Women’s Centre, Citizens Advice, and 

Grey Power (Kapiti) 

• Advertising in the local paper and running an active Facebook page (Marlborough) 

• Participating in community events as part of “service”: 

o Tawa have been particularly active in this area. They have a presence at the annual Spring 

Into Tawa Market at which they sell items made by members and raffle tickets. The also 

hold an annual quiz evening at the local pub and this year will set up a memorial tree for 

passers-by to purchase a tag to hang on a Christmas tree with donations to go towards the 

purchase of toys for the local Salvation Army toy appeal. At all these events, they promote 

Inner Wheel!  

o Similarly, Auckland East had a stand at the Orakei Volunteer Expo, where we were able to 

encourage those interested in putting contact details down and then following this up by 

email and phone call – with very positive results.  

And yes, there are challenges – our aging membership may find it difficult to adjust to new ideas, and even 

though we talk about Inner Wheel a lot, and Inner Wheel is very active in some areas, people still don’t 

know about us.  One challenge that was noted is that some areas have many different Clubs who are 

sometimes just more flexible about fees. Maybe you have some ideas on how to deal with these 

challenges! Please share! 

It’s just a fact – without our members our clubs will close. From what was said at the NGB meetings 

looking at membership recently, we all need to bring along a friend to ensure that we remain a 

going concern, able to do good in our world. And our clubs do - a number of clubs have reported 

that they have gained new members. Christchurch West have welcomed three members so far (with 

another three in the offing), and both they and Riccarton (who have also added a new person to the 

list) have welcomed members from the Avonhead Club when they closed in June. Plimmerton has 

added seven new members! Auckland East and Balclutha have both added two, Palmerston North 

has three new members, Marlborough have quite a few, and Ashburton now has a total of 53 

members!  

Inner Wheel’s friendship and service model is an outstanding one - I’m sure we all agree that we’ve 

made enduring friendships, served our communities, and had a lot of fun along the way! 

A number of clubs have contributed to this newsletter with ideas on how to advertise Inner Wheel 

to the community – maybe their actions will inspire you! 
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Left: New Plymouth North Walk 

and Talk – I wonder if this picture 

shows someone they met on their 

walk! 

Below: Auckland East at the Orakei 

Volunteer Expo 

Above: Two of Marlborough’s new members. 

Right: Tawa in action, selling tags for the Salvation 

Army toy appeal 
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Are you having fun? 

We eat well, we ladies! Many clubs reported events such as 

lunches, catered meals, and high teas – often going hand in 

hand with (fun)draising! Or just a companionable meal 

together – whether it is pizza (Tawa) or fine dining 

(Rangiora), or just a cup of tea – we enjoy the pleasure of 

each other’s company. 

Christchurch West are well known in District NZ297 for their 

annual Welcome to Spring Luncheon – good food, good 

company. This year they raised money for the Christchurch 

Youth Hub. The photo shows Lorraine Margetts, who 

received a well-deserved Maragrette Golding Award at this 

occasion. 

(Fun)draising for Look Good Feel Better covered all meals - Parahaki 

of Whangarei hosted a Pink Ribbon breakfast (photo left), 

Plimmerton a Pink Ribbon lunch, Riccarton a Pink High Tea, and 

Motueka had soup and rolls. All report delicious food and happy 

ladies! 

Plimmerton runs a Table for 8 evening a few times a year - groups of 

4 couples meet for dinner at one of the homes and every couple 

provides a different course. Besides being fun, it’s also a good way to 

get to know others better! Rangiora went one better with a 

(fun)draising dinner catered by one of their members - and Santa 

Claus turned up to 

distribute gifts to 

every one present in 

a most jovial 

manner! To quote: 

“It was a truly joyful night and everyone went home with a 

smile on their face.”  As seen to the right, Nelson hosted a 

scone baking competition / demonstration which was also 

a lot of fun.  

Then there were the trips away – New Plymouth North 

took a trip to Wanganui for Heritage Month; Plimmerton in 

turn had a fabulous outing to Palmerston North to visit an 

ex-member’s garden for morning tea and lunch (provided 

I love photos from the “olden days” – in my club people had a lot of fun! There were fancy dress 

evenings, challenges (a photo of a Rotary member earnestly peeling a potato is one of my 

favourites), and all sorts of activities. So, asking the lovely ladies what they still do for fun, was an 

interesting exercise. The fact is, we’ve all become a bit older and our fun more sedate. But still, a 

number of clubs still share a lot of laughter – nearby and further afield. 

And to quote Rangiora - An evening of friendship and fun is a great way to welcome prospective 

members. 
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by New Plymouth North) and a visit to Longwood Garden. Visits to smaller museums are also very much 

appreciated as they can bring back a lot of memories, as Invercargill found. Along these lines, Parahaki of 

Whangarei mentioned the ongoing friendships they have with other clubs both nationally and 

internationally and the fun they have had in the past with events such as their annual Petanque challenge 

with Orewa and Whangaparaoa (unfortunately stymied three years in a row, first due to Covid, this year 

due to terrible weather).  

Auckland East do a lot of (fun)draising – from street collections for the Cancer Society Daffodil Day, a film 

fundraiser for the Mitey progamme, to a fashion parade for the charity Woven Earth – they are busy ladies!  

And who doesn’t enjoy the fun of a Fashion Parade whatever the occasion  – especially if, like Kapiti, you 

can help model the clothes! In similar vein Marlborough has had a sari-draping demonstration and 

Motueka a make-up demonstration. 

 

Shown above - a touch of glamour at the Auckland East fashion parade; sari draping, and Motueka at 

croquet 

A number of clubs reported that they are changing the format 

of their meetings – instead of a focus on the business side, they 

turn it all on its head – Kapiti, for example, focus more on the 

fellowship around a meal, and a good speaker, and have a small 

business meeting to finish their evening. Instead of a formal 

meeting, Riccarton replaced one of their meetings with a visit 

to the new Ngā Puna Wai Sports Hub (photo on the left) to 

coincide with Inner Wheel Day and Motueka played a game of 

croquet for their Birthday celebration.  

There are of 

course always reports of unusual meeting topics which can 

add to the fun – Motueka’s talk on Do it yourself Funerals and 

Tawa’s STEM evening sound as if they tick all the boxes – 

learning and fun! And meetings where fun is the topic – 

Feilding, one of our smaller Clubs, often have a theme for 

their meetings and had great fun with a Midwinter Christmas 

in July (decorating a mini tree) and Halloween (pumpkin soup 

and red velvet cake to go with tricks or treats, shown on the 

right).  
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Nurturing your Members….. or as President Alyssandra said in 

the September newsletter “Cultivate Members To Blossom.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A recurring theme in all the items that I’ve received from the clubs who contributed is the opportunities 

brought about by social and activity clubs. They range from regular social coffee mornings, walk and talk 

groups (the photos shows the Ashburton and the Mt Roskill walk and talkers), craft and movie groups, to 

the unusual, such as Ashburton’s Ukulele group, Wellington’s Bridge and Mahjong and Stitching groups, 

and Kapiti’s groups for Scrabble, Mahjong and Rummikub hosted in members' homes. These groups 

provide fun and fellowship. A splendid place to nurture your members!  

Plimmerton specifically encourages members to take part in their small groups – they currently have a book 

club, a craft group and a Mahjong group – new members are also encouraged to use the small group 

activities as a way to get to know members better. Motueka and Marlborough also value the regular coffee 

mornings, movies and other activities that go beyond the monthly formal meeting.  

Of course, any occasion for a meal together is a time to nurture those amazing friendships – Invercargill 

celebrated their 47th birthday (middle photo), and Wellington has Ladies who Lunch (shown to the left) and 

Rangiora enjoyed a catered lunch (photo of the amazing dessert table on the right)!  

A lot of Clubs report that new members often come to small group activities first, and how much 

fun have in the small groups –and they also report that those small groups are THE way to include 

and nurture new and old members.  

Two clubs provided some very thoughtful words for this section. From Tawa: “Ensuring all members 

are valued through inclusion, the things that are said and the things that are done. Inclusion is 

much easier if the numbers are smaller.” And from Christchurch West: “The key to nurturing is 

doing things together and caring about each other.”  

So, in this section, reports from clubs around the country on how they nurture their members. 
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But there are other themes that clubs have found to really achieve that caring and nurturing of their older 

and newer members. Here they are for you to mull over – maybe some of these ideas would work for your 

club! 

It’s all about being flexible 

One of the ways Christchurch West have achieved their caring goal is that they have monthly coffee 

gatherings on a set date rather than a set day so that the same members don't miss out each time! They 

report that attendance has grown to 15 to 20 plus most months! Visitors comment on the friendly 

welcoming atmosphere at these gatherings and this has gained them new members too. 

Auckland East are planning something similar by alternating coffee mornings with an early evening happy 

hour to cater for those who work. 

Working together 

Christchurch West believe that working together as friends 

is an important part of Inner Wheel. Together they have 

made memory books for Rest Homes, silky pillows for the 

Cancer Society, bags for Foster Hope, catered for 

Bookarama and so on.  Similarly, Tawa has this year worked 

hard at involving all members in meetings and service 

projects – and acknowledging the contributions that 

members make. 

The photo shows the ladies of New Plymouth North hard at 

work. 

Taking responsibility for new members 

Auckland East has a committee member who is responsible for new members – she has hosted prospective 

and newer member at her home.  

Other clubs, like Marlborough and Palmerston North, report that they keep an eye out for new members 

making sure they are not left on their own at meetings, either by having the person who brought them stay 

with them, or the hostess for the evening meeting look after them. Marlborough also invite new members 

to be part of the committee, which is really helpful for them settling in. 

Having an Almoner or Pop Ins group 

Christchurch West, Motueka and Plimmerton have Almoners who keep an eye on members in need of extra 

support, in Christchurch West’s case, delivering “thinking of you” lap quilts.   

Ashburton and Riccarton have a Pop Ins team who visit ageing members 

who are no longer actively part of the Club, but who still appreciate the 

monthly contact. The photo shows the Christmas trees made by the 

Craft group and distributed to members visited by the Riccarton Pop Ins 

team. 

And of course, clubs that do not have an Almoner still visit, call, and take 

responsibility for the care and welfare of our members, if we know they 

need extra support. Parihaki of Whangarei note that when one of their 

members was struggling with health issues in their family they banded 

together to provide weekly meals. 
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Phone trees and car pools 

A few clubs have noted that a phone tree is an invaluable way to nurture and support all members – it 

helps with members who have health concerns (as Nelson reports) who need to be picked up – and it is, of 

course, a way to check the new members are comfortable joining in the activities and have a car ride if they 

need it. 

District Meetings and Conference  

Question: What is the easiest way to build links between Members, Clubs, 

and Districts?  

Answer: Attend District Meetings and Conferences. There you will learn all 

about what makes Inner Wheel the powerhouse it is – and you’ll also learn 

about the challenges we are facing as an organization.  So go, just go.  

You will have had a lot of information about Conference 2023 in Windy 

Wellington through your clubs – I’m not repeating that. Just: Book. Go. Be 

prepared to be Blown Away!  

And Finally …  

From all of us to all of you our best wishes for a wonderful festive season – whether you and your family 

celebrated Divali, or are looking forward to Hannukah, Christmas or Kwanza we wish you happy holidays 

and a festive start to 2023! 

 

 


