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THE WELCOME  

The welcome was warm, the goody bag 

delightful, the raffles extraordinary, the 

venue great – and the views – spectacular. 

What a great job the conference team, led 

by Rina Maxwell-Hesp, did. And how 

graciously the club of Queenstown 

welcomed us to their home!  

WELLBEING DAY  

The Wellbeing Day would be a couple of 

hours of pampering, the conference 

planners promised.   

And so it was – the time was used to reset, 

relax, rewind, and find inspiration! 

Participants raved about the delicious and 

healthy lunch, the amazing speakers (the 

journaling was something, one of the 

participants said, she couldn’t wait to start), 

and the pampering.  There were definitely 

ladies who sparkled even more than usual at 

the Friday evening gathering. 

(Note to self – if there is a Wellbeing Day the 

next time – book! Ed.) 



 

 

 

 

 

  

FRIDAY EVENING 

People met for drinks. The 

raffle got a lot of attention, 

the food was delicious, and 

people caught up with old 

friends – and made new ones! 

At the Opening Ceremony, we 

were welcomed by the Te Iti o 

Tahana kapa haka group, 

entertained by Jazzicology 

duo Mark Rendell-Wilson and 

Nance Wilson, graced by the 

zoom presence of IIW 

President, Dr Bina Vayas, and 

watched as the flags and 

banners were carried in and 

the candle of friendship lit. 



 

 

  

SATURDAY – DOWN TO 

BUSINESS  

During the Business Session, 

proposals were discussed, the 

finances considered, and we 

looked towards the future. 

The discussion, led by Sue 

Taylor, focussed on what we 

can do to make Inner Wheel a 

more viable organization. 

Members became very 

involved in discussing what 

needed to be done first! 

Our speakers also had much 

to inspire and guide us on our 

way. 

Our guest speakers in action, from 

left to right, Dr Amanda Foo-

Ryland (Authority on Neural 

Coding), Sue Lindsay (CEO of Real 

Insight), and Sue Taylor (Director 

of Connections, Ltd.) 

This was also the day that the new 

website and database launched.  

Go to www.innerwheel.org.nz. 



 

 

 

  

AND ELSEWHERE …..  

How the “other halves” enjoyed 

an IWNZ conference – an intrepid 

group went on a four- wheel 

drive adventure to Glenorchy; 

others enjoyed a trip around 

Queenstown and there was an 

outing to the Highlands 

Motorsport Park.  It’s rumoured 

that some even went shopping. 

SATURDAY NIGHT  

Another inspirational 

speaker! And then we joined 

for a wonderful meal and 

great conversation. 

Guest speaker, 

Lisa O’Neill 



  

SUNDAY  

Joanna and Jim Gaudin led the 

service of Faith and 

Remembrance; conference team 

leader Rina Maxwell-Hesp 

checked her lists for the last time. 

After two more speakers (the 

mayor of Queenstown, Jim Boult 

and Jules Tapper from the Lakes 

District Air Rescue Trust), it was 

time for thank yous and awards.  Top: IW Club of Aotea 

Auckland: Rose Bowl for 

Attendance. 

Below: NZ297. Morna 

Wood Memorial Trophy for 

greatest increase in 

membership.  

LOOKING TO THE FUTURE  

Before Incoming President 

Michelle dimmed the candle of 

friendship, we got a sneak peak 

into the 16th Biennial 

Conference, to be held in 

Wellington. Start saving ladies, 

to attend “Blown Away”. 

The photos in this overview 

are just a selection – more 

photos will be uploaded to 

the Inner Wheel website 

soon (many are also 

available on Facebook). 
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INTRODUCING: 

Michelle Atkinson, IWNZ President 2021-22 
I’ve been an Inner Wheel member since 2008 as a charter member of the Inner Wheel Club of Aotea Auckland, NZ291.  To me, life is about 

taking opportunities as they come your way and to make the most out of every day. As a relatively young IW member, I was introduced to 

the organisation by my mother, Hazel Hunter, when she invited me to attend an information evening to try and start a new Club in NZ291 

in 2007. We saw this as a wonderful opportunity to reconnect with a wide range of friends and the Club was Chartered. 

As a new Club, we had to make our own way and organise the Club so that it fitted with our busy working and family lives. So, Aotea do not 

do things the conventional way, we follow the constitution but are renowned for finding solutions to help us to maintain a healthy Club 

attitude and positive direction. 

A passionate IW member, I soon embraced my desires of service and sharing friendship. Accepting challenges along the way to test my 

limits and step out of comfort zones, I became District Editor for NZ291, 2011-14, then a massive leap of faith took me on to become 

International Editor/ Media Manager, 2014-17. After 3 years in this role, I returned to NZ291, taking on the roles of District Chairman and 

Conference Convenor for the 2019 IWNZ conference in Auckland. Teamwork is the key and over the last few years I have been working 

alongside a dedicated team of IWNZ leaders who are striving to ensure the future success of our organisation. 

Change happens but the fundamental principles of Inner Wheel remain as we strive to be the women’s organisation that people know and 

want to belong to. We have pride in the great things we are doing. We build bonds of friendship that span years and generations, we 

encourage others through a wide variety of service projects and ultimately, we care about what is happening to us, to our communities, to 

our country and to our world. These primary goals will always remain. 

As we move forward into the 2021-22 Inner Wheel year and beyond, we hold our heritage at our heart and yet embrace some changes in 

some ways of being as we implement the new database, website, communications plan and calendar of events and activities for all 

members to enjoy at whatever level of participation you choose.  

I look forward to being on the journey with you all as we share time together, keep connected and above all enjoy the friendship of being 

Inner Wheel members in the women’s organisation that we are all proud to be members of. We are Women in action sharing friendship 

through service. I am excited for what the future holds and for the challenges ahead.

NZ291 District Chairman, Adrienne Davies 
Christchurch born but brought up in Auckland. Educated at 

Otahuhu College, head girl in last year then trained as Home 

Economics Teacher. Met and married Jack at the local Baptist 

Church. Have a son and daughter. Before returning to teaching, I 

was involved in Plunket Mothers’ Club and Society, sold Nutri 

Metics and Tupperware, and ran a Catering Business. 

28 years at Howick College, 10 years teaching Clothing and 

Home Economics, 18 years setting up Transition Education 

programmes, both classroom-based and linking with Polytechs 

and community. Fulltime Careers Counsellor and organised 

Careers’ Evenings and Leavers’ Seminars.  

Member of National Association, including President for 3 years. 

Chartered with Auckland East Inner Wheel Club 31 years ago, a 

Howick member since 2011. President 3 times. I served on the 

Rotary International Youth Exchange Committee for 8 years, abd 

hosted 9 students from 7 countries.  

On retiring spent many years co-organising buying goods and 

assembling Emergency Response Kits sent to Pacific Island 

families after widespread storm damage. 

Have 6 wonderful grandchildren and 4 gorgeous great 

grandchildren, all of whom live in Auckland. 

Although a little apprehensive I am looking forward to working 

with my Clubs. My aim is that with Enthusiasm, Friendship, 

having Fun, being well Organised, Reflecting and Recruiting, 

having a Target, keeping Track of how we are going and with the 

EFFORT of all our members we will be successful in Transforming 

our Clubs. 

NZ294 District Chairman, Debbie Lattey 
I joined Inner Wheel Kapiti in 2010 at the invitation of other 

Rotary wives, and have thoroughly enjoyed my involvement over 

the past 11 years. I was Club Treasurer for three years, and Club 

President for two. After that I became District Treasurer, a role I 

held from 2018 to 2021 and now hand over to a new Treasurer 

as I step into the role of District Chair. I was delighted to be given 

an Honoured Active award by my Club in 2020, and also hold a 

Paul Harris Fellowship awarded by my husband’s Rotary Club in 

2018. 

I am looking forward to an interesting and rewarding year as 

District Chair for NZ294. Our Clubs face many challenges in 

maintaining membership numbers and finding ways to attract 

new and younger members to join. Some Clubs in our District are 

really successful with their recruitment, especially New 

Plymouth North who have attracted up to 20 new members over 

the past two years. Their retiring Club President and incoming 

District 1st Vice-Chair, Sue Jameson, is taking on the role of 

District Membership Chair for the coming year; not only does 

Sue have a real enthusiasm for gaining new members, but we 

feel the role of Membership Chair fits well with the 1st Vice 

Chair role. 

Now that we have all become familiar with virtual meetings 

thanks to Covid, I plan to have regular virtual meetings with the 

Club Presidents in my District so we can all support each other in 

our important work. I also look forward to enjoying the 

friendship and hospitality of the 13 Clubs in my District as I visit 

them during the coming Inner Wheel year. 



NZ297 District Chairman, Barbara Chapman 
When my husband, Kelvin was able in 2010 to accept a repeated 

invitation to join Rotary, I was invited by the wife of the 

persuader to join Inner Wheel.  This seemed a good idea at a 

suitable time, so I did, thinking I would happily be a participant 

with no responsibility.  Past experiences should have told me 

that was likely to change, and of course it did.  I found I got far 

more out of Inner Wheel once I was putting more into it, which 

eventually led me to where I am today – about-to-be Chair of 

NZ297.  I can still be surprised to find people think I can do these 

things, but here we are. 

I have had a few surprises during my year as Vice-Chairman, but I 

think – hope I have my head round the coming year.  What I do 

know is that Inner Wheel women are a friendly, supportive lot, 

as was again evidenced recently at my first National Conference. 

I look forward to getting to know more of the women in our 

District through closer contact, and to supporting efforts to 

share ideas and goals.  I believe that as well as concern for 

membership in the future, we must make the experience rich 

and happy for all members, many of whom have been willing 

and tireless workers for such a long time. 

I am sure it is going to be an interesting year, with Michelle 

Atkinson and her team at National level.  Michelle’s enthusiasm 

and special skills will, I’m sure, add a new dimension to Inner 

Wheel.  I wish her and her team well.  I also hope to have 

contact with the other District Chairmen, so that the idea of 

sharing can happen at that level too. Arohanui. 

NZ298 District Chairman, Pam Henderson 
I was born in Balclutha to farming parents and lived at 

Waitepeka  Along with my brother I attended our local primary 

and secondary schools. In 1964 I began  my nursing training  in 

Balclutha hospital and registered in 1968. In 1971 I married my 

husband Kevin a funeral director and we have 3 sons, 5 

grandchildren 3 step grandchildren and a little great 

granddaughter. 

I am a Charter member of IW Club of Balclutha, chartered in 

1974.I have held many positions in our club several times. I was 

NZ298 District Treasurer for 5 years. I have enjoyed both the 

friendship and fellowship of Inner Wheel and have made many 

good friends and enjoyed working in community projects to 

support their needs in our area and internationally. 

As I become District NZ298 Chairman I hope to work alongside 

the Clubs especially the smaller Clubs to help on focussing on 

increasing membership and moving forward to continue to make 

our organisation great to be members of. There are big changes 

coming ahead of us and I will be there to help Clubs with these 

with my knowledge from the National Governing Body  

My interests outside IW are embroidery and my family 

I am looking forward to the year ahead and the challenges it 

brings. 

Outgoing IWNZ President Dot Anderson-Lee was lucky to attend a world first – an International Inner Wheel meeting held entirely on Zoom. 

This photo is taken from that occasion, and technology allowed it to look as if everyone is on stage together. How aweome is that.  And 

now, can you find Dot? 


