Donations made from IWNZ Earthquake Appeal Fund
Following the major earthquakes that struck Christchurch, New Zealand, on 4 September 2010, 22 February 2011 and 13 June 2011 Inner Wheel members across the globe have been very generous in their support of the people of Christchurch. The IWNZ Earthquake Appeal Fund has exceeded $80,000 and the Christchurch-based committee responsible for allocating funds to local organization, schools and groups has met monthly to review applications for funding.
As you can see the full amount has not been allocated, but the committee understands there will be a need for support for local causes for some time to come. Many organizations and schools have lost their ability to raise money through the usual fundraising activities and they are relying on groups such as Inner Wheel, Rotary, the Earthquake and Mayoral Appeal Funds to help them offset costs of replacement equipment and school activities.
As well as these cash funds, Inner Wheel members across New Zealand have been very generous in their support of Christchurch, post earthquake. Clubs have provided pre-school clothing and nappies for Plunket (from NZ291), knitting from various groups throughout New Zealand, quilts from Dunedin, baking from Wellington and the Waikanae coast, citrus fruit from Taranaki. We have distributed these personally and through various organizations and welfare groups in the city.

I have compiled the following list of donations that have been presented, so you can see what a difference your donations have made, here in Christchurch: 

· Gift cards to 24 Christchurch-based Inner Wheel members who have been affected greatly by the earthquakes.

· $2000 – St Paul’s School: This school was displaced from the suburb of Dallington after the September quake and then their premises beside the inner-city Basilica after the February quake. As many of their families have moved accommodation as well, the school has lost many library books. This donation was given to purchase new books for their library.
· $2000 – Cholmondeley Children’s Home:  As the home has suffered considerable damage at Governors Bay children now travel to a camp called Living Springs for their activities. The money has been earmarked for therapeutic resources to enhance their programmes. 

· $1000 – Cross Over Trust: This organization assists students in the 8-12 year old bracket, in the South Christchurch area. They organize school activities, including kapa haka, sports, counseling and after school activities.

· $1500 – 198 Youth Health Services: For equipment for their new premises. The September earthquake forced the Youth Health Service out of their premises and the February quake forced them out of their replacement centre. They are presently securing funding for new premises and they have a need for a large number of equipment items. The $1500 will buy them two or three items on their wish list.

· $2000 – Canterbury Charitable Hospital: The Canterbury Charitable Hospital has, for a number of years, provided elective day surgery for people who cannot wait for the public health system and are without private medical insurance. Following the February quake surgery was halted to concentrate on trauma counseling. Thousands of hour-long sessions have been provided. When the hospital board saw there was a need to return their original building to the surgery practice, they purchased an adjoining property which has a two-storied house for trauma counseling on the top floor and dentistry on the ground floor. This grant would help pay for equipment in the Trauma Centre.

· $2000 – Christchurch Women’s Refuge:  The media reported the Christchurch Women's Refuges have been filled to overflowing as the quake aftermaths add stress to family life. The paper reported there was a need for phone cards, food that does not rely on water, clothing, bedding, gumboots for adults and kids, thermal underwear and hand sanitisers, and our donation will assist here. 

· $2000 – St Johns: To purchase 2 hand held radio sets, for their communications in the field. St John lost two buildings, and a large amount of equipment as a consequence of the earthquakes experienced in Christchurch. To replace everything on their wish list they require $2.8million.
· $898 – Kathmandu: This was for the purchase of 320 thermal blankets for Banks Avenue School as well as 30 blankets for the Shirley Kidsfirst Kindergarten. I understand the Education Dept has advised schools to have these blankets in their emergency kits in case of another earthquake. The schools were very pleased to receive them.
· $6000 – St John: For the purchase of two defibrillators. The equipment list shows a need for 10 of these. 
· $550 – blankets: 40 woolen blankets were purchased through online auction TradeMe Along with the same number of hot water bottles they were presented to the Dallington Welfare Hub prior to winter. We understand many families wrapped themselves in them to watch television in the evenings, as their heating systems were not functioning, due to earthquake damage.
· $2000 Kaiapoi North Primary School: This school in a quake damaged town, 15 minutes drive from Christchurch, has lost a large number of pupils since the quakes. Many families are struggling with the situation so the school is going to use their donation to take pupils to the A & P Summer Show and a portion will help subsidise pupils’ school camp fees.
· $2000 Chisnallwood Intermediate School: Situated on the edge of the badly damaged section of Christchurch this school will use their donation to purchase music equipment. The Earthquake Fund Committee members have been invited to the school next Tuesday 8 November to listen to the pupils’ musical review.
· $2000 Phillipstown Primary School: This school is a particularly poor area of Christchurch and suffered a lot of damage. The money will be spent on art supplies, reading books and physical education equipment.

· $500 Quake Escape: In the February earthquake Summer Olliver was trapped in the PGG building. While she was in Burwood Spinal Hospital receiving treatment she met a number of women who were left permanently disabled by their injuries. Some of these women remain in hospital receiving treatment. Summer has organized a holiday to take the children of badly injured women to Auckland for a week of fun activities later this month. She has already secured funding for the flights and accommodation, so our donation will help pay for activities for the children in Auckland.
The IWNZ Earthquake Appeal Fund and IWNZ National Council thank your club members for their generous support of the people of Christchurch. It is thanks to people like you, Inner Wheel New Zealand can offer support to organizations that provide help and assurance to families in need following such major crises.
Kind regards

Janet Walker

Secretary

IWNZ Earthquake Appeal Fund.
